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VI. A Letter from Mr. John Bonnet, Surgeon 
at Fowye in Cornwall, to Claudius Amyand, 
Ejq 5 Serjeant-Surgeo n to bis Majefty, F.R. S. 
concerning the preternatural Structure of the Pu¬ 
denda in a Woman , defcrib’d in Phil. Tranfadf. 
K° 3 79 - 


A S there appears to be fome Difference in the Ac¬ 
counts of the remarkable Structure of the Tuden - 
da, dec. of the Woman of Lantcglafs , near Fowye. 7 
publifh’d in the Thilofophical Tran faff ions N° 379. 
I take the Liberty of giving you a particular Ac¬ 
count of what I obferv’d, with refped to this Matter. 
This I am the rather embolden’d to do, as I repeatedly 
obferv’d the wonderful Strudure of the Parts, before 
the Birth approach’d, and before I was oblig’d to make 
the Incifion. 

This Woman was about 23 Years old when (he was 
married, and fome time after conceiv’d. As Hie was 
confcious of the preternatural Strudure of the Parts, 
and her Mother apprehenfive of the Danger that wou’d 
attend the Delivery under fuch unhappy Circumftancesj 
they apply’d to me about the 7th Month, in order to 
engage my Affiftance. 

On viewing the Abdomen , I made the following Ob- 
fervations} There was no Sign of the r Ombilicus\ but 
about three Inches lower, than that is regular! 7 plac’d in 
Perfons naturally form’d, there was a fpongv, defay Ex¬ 
tuber a nee, nearly of the Shape and Bignefs of an "Hen. 
Lgg: Not, as is faid in Mr. O... d s Account, compos’d 
of many Lobules invelop’d by diftind Membranes, 
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Ihut entirely refembling that luxuriant Fleih which is 
thrown forth in ill-digefted Wounds, and is therefore 
commonly call’d proud Flefh. This was exceeding 
tender, and on it fhe cou’d not bear the leaft Touch. 
On the lower Part of this Excrefence, I oerceiv’d two 
fmal^Orifices, the one diftant from the other about an 
Inch. Thro* thefe the Urine drops continually., nor is hie 
able to retain it j but by violent Efforts can make it 
fpout out near a Foot. What is faid in Mr. O ... .’s 
Account of its being render’d multis rivulis , is cer¬ 
tainly erroneous: The two Oritices, by which it is in 
deed difcharg’d, being now very evident, and will 
eafily admit a fmall Probe. 

About i Inch below this Protuberance, was a tranf- 
verfe Orifice, much refembling the Anus of a Cock. 
Through this the Menflrua regularly flow’d: By this 
fhe was impregnated. ’Fwas with fome Difficulty I 
thruft my Finger into this Orifice, in order to reach 
the Os Tinea, which, however, I could by no means 
feel, it lay fo deep j but I plainly felt a thick tranfverfe 
Membrane feparating this Paflage from an Orifice, which 
is fituated about two Inches below that already deferib’d. 
This lower Orifice feem’d to be fituated, exaftly where 
the Symphyfis of the OJfa c Pubis is, in Women regu¬ 
larly form’d, fomewhat above the Place where the na¬ 
tural Hiatus fhou’d have been. I cou’d but juft enter 
the Tip of my Finger into this. There were a few 
Hairs fcatter’d up and down irregularly about this Ori¬ 
fice. The Anus terminated as ufual, with a Splunder, 
about two Inches below this lower Orifice, much more 
forward than ufual. 

So that the upper Orifice, which may be properly 
call’d the Orifice of the Vagina , was about \ Inch be¬ 
low the umbilical Excrefcence: The lower oblong Ori¬ 
fice (or another Paflage to the Womb) was about two 
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Inches below that of the Vagina: Contrary to what 
is faid in Mr. O s Account, who makes the fupe- 
rior Orifice to be near four Inches below the Excre- 
fcence, and the lower Orifice four Inches from the fu- 
perior ^ and then fays, the Anus, which he (rightly 
enough) makes to ufurp the Place of the Fojfa magna 
in Women naturally conformed, was five or fix Inches 
below this. According to this Proportion, the Woman 
muft be really gigantick} whereas flie is a fhort, little 
Woman: But however, Worthy Sir, you may depend 
upon the Account and Meafure I have given \ nor do 
Mr. O ......’s Cuts any way reprefent the Cafe. 

This Woman had no Os, or Ojfa Tubis ^ indeed 
there was an Apophyfis jutting out from the lower Part 
of each Os Ilium, but they were far from being join’d, 
as ufual, by Synchondrofis . 

July 18. 1722. I was fent for late at Night. I 
found the Woman with true Travail-Pains upon her. 
The Throws were excefiive violent, and the continued 
Agony had almoft quite exhaufted the poor Woman’s 
Spirits ^ but the Orifice of the Vagina was no way fen- 
fibly dilated, tho* the Anus , thro’ the Violence of the 
Throws, open’d extremely wide. In vain were all En¬ 
deavours to relieve her, by thrufting up the Child, and 
putting the Mother in a proper Pofture. Vain were 
her own Throws and Agonies. Convuifions now had 
feiz’d her, and Nature feem’d to have deny’d a longer 
Life to the Mother, or an Entrance into it to the Child. 

I was in the utmoft Perplexity what to do under 
thefe Circumftances, On the one Hand I confider’d, 
that if there was not,a Paifage made for the Child, and 
that by Incifion, both Mother and Child muft fpeedily 
perifti. On the other Hand I forefaw the Danger and 
Hazard of an Incifion, and the unavoidable Cenfure of 
having kill’d the Woman, if fhe fhould die under the 
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Operation. At laft Humanity fo far prevail’d with me, 
as to try a doubtful Method of preferving Life, rather 
than none. 

I told her Mother, and the other Perfons in the 
Room, that Death was inevitable, without making the 
Paflages wider by Incifion, and fo attempting a Deli¬ 
very } withal apprizing them of the Uncertainty of the 
Event of the Operation. When they faw her (as they 
thought) juft expiring, they deliver’d her into my 
Hands, to do with her what I thought fit. 

I immediately thruft my Scalpel into the inferior ob¬ 
long Orifice, and dire&ly cut into the Orifice of the 
Vagina } fo brought them into one: Then prefently with 
my Sciflors, flipp’d the tranfverfe Membrane. This 
being done, I eafily introduced my Hand, felt the 
Head of the Child, and with my Finger thruft into 
its Mouth, drew forth a Female Infant, living and well 
form’d, to my own Surprize and Admiration of all. 
Thus was this Gordian Knot, at laft, happily cut, that 
cou’d not be unty’d. 

Ever fince {he was deliver’d, in the Manner recited, 
ftie hath fuffer’d a Prolapfus uteri , upon the leaft 
ftanding or walking. I propos’d to remedy this by a 
Suture, as is pra&is’d in the Cafe of the Vulva break¬ 
ing into the Anus } but fhe wou’d by no means admit 
of it: Sothatlhe almoft continually labours under a 
procidentia uteri , and the Body of the Womb and 
Vagina are fo corroded by the Acrimony of the Urine, 
that there are four or five Ulcers form’d upon them. Be- 
fides this Inconvenience, fome of the thinner Parts of the 
Excrement are difeharg’d at the Bottom of this largeCleft, 
and by introducing my Finger at the Bottom of the Cleft® 
I can eafily thruft the Top of it thro’ the Anus ; which 
is an Argument that there cou’d not be j or 6 Inches 
between the oblong Orifice and the Anus, as is aifert- 
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ed by Mr.O.j..., the Diftance being fcarce above 
two Inches. 


Toivey, ^une 23 -, 
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F I G U <3{J M EXVLANATIO. 

FIGV RA Oclava.. 

A. Epigaftrium. 

B. Regio umbilicalis. 

C. Hypogaflrium, 

D. Regio pubis. 

E E. Spongiofa offa. 

F F. Meatus urinarii, a partu fatis vifu faciles. 

G. Orificium tranfverfale,. 

H. Oblongum orificium. 

II. Cicatrices duas, ex Urins, ut videtur, acrimonE*. 

K. Anus, paululum anterius locatus. 

FIGVRA Nona. 

P P. FiiTura magna quatuor pollices oblonga, 

L. Procidentia uteri, 

M. Os Tines, 


VII. Caftts 





